1 of2

Commercial Customers

THE BENEFIT |
OF GARPET
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PROVIDES WARMTH AND COMFORT

Carpet provides thermal resistance, or R-value. In colder climates or seasons, it retains warm air longer,
an energy conservation benefit. Carpet provides a comfortable environment in which to work and gives a
space an overall warmer feeling.

ADDS BEAUTY AND STYLE

You can choose from many thousands of carpet styles and colors. That means you can choose vibrant
colors or heavier patterns and textures to represent a company’s corporate culture, or you can use a
neutral foundation and calming colors to provide a good environment for healing or learning.

CUSHIONS SLIPS AND FALLS

Carpet is ideal for cushioning our footsteps, reducing slips and falls and minimizing injuries when falls do
occur. Carpet provides safety protection for everyone, but it is particularly helpful for youngsters at schools
or the elderly at such facilities as hospitals or nursing homes.

REDUCES NOISE

Many offices today have open area systems where phone conversations and frequent employee
interactions can be distracting. Carpet helps increase employee productivity by absorbing sounds. Adding
cushion beneath a carpet reduces noise even further. Carpet also works as a sound barrier between floors
by helping to block sound transmission to spaces below. Plus, carpet on stairs helps mask the sound of
constant foot traffic.

MAINTAINS APPEARANCE
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is important to follow carpet manufacturer’s cleaning recommendations for the type of carpet and
application you have. Keep your carpet looking great over time by following these additional steps:

Preventative maintenance — protect your investment before problems occur.
Vacuuming — the single most effective way to keep carpet clean.

Spot and stain removal — use CRI seal of Approval products.

Professional deep cleaning — a periodic must.

IMPROVES INDOOR AIR QUALITY

Carpet helps improve I1AQ by trapping allergens and other particles so they can be vacuumed away. Plus,
carpet is the lowest VOC emitter of common floor choices, and requires fewer cleaning chemicals than
other floor coverings.

SAVES MONEY OVER TIME

The sum of the initial cost of carpet, plus the maintenance costs over the total time of the life of the carpet,
is usually less than hard surface flooring. Plus, cleaning carpet is less labor intensive. A survey of
commerical buildings that had maintenance programs for hard surfaces and carpet demonstrated that
carpet cost less to maintain. The study found that hard surface floors require two and one-half times more
cleaning time than carpet, and cleaning supplies were about seven times more expensive for vinyl floors
than for carpeted floors. While upfront purchase and installation costs are more expensive for carpet than
hard flooring, carpet expenditures prove to be more cost-effective over the full life cycle of the product.

MEETS GREEN BUILDING STANDARDS

Carpet systems that meet or exceed CRI's Green Label or Green Label Plus programs can contribute one
full Indoor Environmental Quality Credit to the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)
ratings of the U.S. Green Building Council. Similarly, the Green Guide for Health Care awards one point to
healthcare facilities that install Green Label Plus carpet. Furthermore, Green Label carpet is also used as
a specification standard for the American Lung Association's Healthy Home program, the Collaborative for
High Performance Schools (CHPS) and the state of California.
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