
Build a Fireplace Outdoors

Here's a basic summary of how to build a
fireplace outdoors. This has got to be one of
the best deck improvement ideas there is.

Now I can understand if you live in a really
warm climate 12 months of the year. You

may not benefit from an outdoor fireplace.

But if you're like most of us, there are lot's of occasions
when the warmth and glow of fireplace built into your
deck would add immense enjoyment to your backyard
deck.

Here's an outdoor fireplace that
I am going to describe how to
build.

The building process will be
broken down into a few steps.

Planning

Framing

Installing Fireplace

Gas Connection

Masonary work

Planning

Take some time to decide where you should build your
fireplace. This deck was built on a slope, about 3'-4'
above ground.

The best location for the fireplace structure was along
the side of the deck. The structure was built by first
digging four holes 3' deep and pouring cement into 8"
tubes to create a solid footing and pier upon which the
structure would rest.

Framing

A platform about 5' by 3' at the same level as the deck was supported by 4x4
posts that were anchored to the concrete piers. The 4x4 posts were braced in
a truss like fashion to stiffen the elevated platform.

The next phase of framing was to build the chimney style
fireplace using 2x4 material. This created the shape of the
structure - a gentle slope as shown in this picture.

There were set minimum heights for the chimney flue and
the setback distances for the gas fireplace unit which fit
into the structure.

Be sure to read the requirements for your outdoor
fireplace before you begin building.

The frame was then sheated with 5/8" fir plywood. Very simple framing and
building techniques except be sure to pay attention to the openings and

Photos Of
Fireplaces

Hundreds Of

Fireplace Photos

From Top

Decorating

Experts
www.DecoratingInspiration.com

Outdoor Kitchen
Designs

Free DIY Design

Tool Build Online,

Equipment on

Sale!
www.OutdoorKitchenator.com

Wood Deck

Get Quality

Custom Deck

Installed! Get Free

Local Contractor

Estimates
Decks.Reply.com

Outdoor
Fireplaces Sale 

Top Rated

Outdoor Fireplace

Site on the Web.

30% Off & Fast

Shipping!
www.FirePits.com

The Most Advanced

Wood Post Anchor

system available.

Learn more... And see

our brochure.

Enter the 2009 Contest

Now!

See the 2008 Winners

No Concrete, No

Mess, No Fuss. Best

in its Class. Learn

more...

Find A Builder

Enter Zip Code:

Search within 

miles

Calculators

Use our

concrete

calculator,

Angle and Unit

conversion calculators.

Learn more...

SHOP
Design Software
Deck Plans
Power Tools
Railings
Books
Magazines
Lighting
Outdoor Furniture
Deck Patio Heaters
Awnings
Fire Pits
Today's Blowout
Deals!

Pictures of decks...

READ

Building

Learning Center
Planning
Building a deck
Building Costs
Building code info
Designing decks
Design principles
Load Capacity
Other deck ideas
Podcasts

Decks
Deck Building Ideas
Above Ground Pool
Decks
Wood Decks
Vinyl Decks
Hot Tub Decks
Rooftop Decks
Cedar
Redwood
Ipe
Outdoor Fireplaces

Benches
Deck Benches
Bench plans
Building benches
Built in deck benches
Built in patio benches
Deck planters

Railings
Railing Info
Deck railing designs
Deck railing ideas
Wood deck railings
Wood railing designs

| | | | | | |

1 of 3 6/14/2009 11:01 AM



safety feature of the fireplace unit itself.

Installing Fireplace

This was a wood burning ourdoor fireplace but used a natural gas powered
burner to quickly light the firewood. A super option! Consider this if you are
buying any outdoor type fireplace.

The appliance was made of stainless steel to handle the outdoors - an
essential feature if you intend to do this project.

Gas Connection

A natural gas line had already been extended outdoors from the house to
feed the gas bbq grill. So an extension was added and run underneath the
deck to the new location for the fireplace.

Masonary Work

A solid timber mantel piece was installed to balance out
the heavy appearance of the cultured stone. A small
mantel piece would have looked out of place.

Then the entire frame was covered with 15 lbs. felt paper
and wire lath was nailed over top. A scratch coat of mortar
was applied and allowed to dry.

Now the fun began as each cultured stone was individually
selected and dry fitted into place to determine the best fit.

Some stones had to be chipped and broken to fit gaps. But it all came
together perfectly.

After all the stones were in place and dry a final coat of
mortar was place into each crack and brushed for a clean
finished look. Just as much care went into finishing the
back of this outdoor fireplace. The stone went right to the
ground.

Doesn't this look great! Now get out there and build your
own fireplace outdoors and start enjoying an extended deck season.

Where Can You Get Great Outdoor Fireplaces and Accessories?

I refer my visitors who are interested in learning more about the different
outdoor fireplaces available to one of the very best online retailers in the
business - Yardiac.com 

They have a huge selection of different outdoor heating options for differenc
budgets and different needs. These products aren't often carried in the big
box stores, and certainly not to the variety you will find at Yardiac.com 

Also, they just have a super inventory of a million different things for your
backyard. At the very least, you'll have a blast exploring!
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